
NOTES:  If trees are planted below the dirt line, they will suffer & eventually die. When replacing 
the soil, make sure soil is firmly packed around roots of trees so no air pockets exist!

4. Staking Trees 
Taller trees should be 
staked for TWO years 
(use old pantyhose or 
strips of stretchy 
material). Do not allow 
stake to rub against bark. 
Also, do not tie too tightly 
around trunk, but leave a around trunk, but leave a 
little play.

Mulch around trees to a 
depth of 3”–4”. Do not pack 
mulch around trunks, but 
leave a 3”–4” space to allow 
the bark to breath. 
Mulching keeps roots cool, 
weeds down and retains 
moisture. BARK mulch is moisture. BARK mulch is 
best as it actually feeds the 
plant as it breaks down.

Water at least opnce a week, if you 
haven’t received good rainfall. 
REMEMBER that the water has to 
reach the bottom of the hole—so water 
well. Stick your finger into the soil to 
determine moisture. Water for the first 
complete year after planting—if the fall 
season is dry make sure all your plants season is dry make sure all your plants 
are well watered going into the winter 
freeze. Watering deeply helps the 
tree/plant to develop deep roots. Also 
‘dishing’ the ground around the 
tree/plant will reduce water runoff.

5. Watering Is Very Important! 6. Mulch 

1. Dig The Hole 
Twice as wide as 
the root ball. 
Loosen dirt in 
bottom of hole to 
allow for better 
dranage.

2. Soil 
A mixture of good 
top soil and 
organic soil 
should be used as 
backfill (not peat 
moss).

3. Planting The Tree 
A. If planting in 
heavier soils, 
leave 1/4 to 1/3 of 
root ball above 
ground level to 
prevent 
drowning.

B. If planting in 
lighter soils, 
plant even with 
the top of the 
rootball.

C. Bareroot 
trees should be 
planted no 
deeper than 
origianl dirt line 
on the trees.
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